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No!

Now let's find out why.
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There is a story in John 9 of a man born blind. The man that was born blind was 
healed by Jesus. His healing was challenged by the Pharisees because it he had 
been healed on the Sabbath. The healed man spoke in defense of his healing and of 
Jesus and told the Pharisees in John 9:31, “That God heareth not sinners: but if any 
man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.”

His statement had sound scriptural reference and challenged the theological self-
righteousness and bigotry of the Pharisees. (John 9:34)  In a real sense, he told the 
Pharisee that God respected and heard Jesus’ prayer because Jesus was righteous 
whereas God didn’t hear their prayers because they were unrighteous and 
unrepentant.

Now let’s see what the Bible says regarding the prayers of sinners.

The Bible says “Your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear.” (Isaiah 59:2)

Jeremiah 11:11 records the Lord as saying “Though they shall cry unto Me, I will 
not hearken.” And Isaiah 1:15 records the Lord as saying, “Yea, when ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear.” 

God does not hear a sinner’s prayer!

However, repentance makes the Difference. Repentance is indicative of a sinner’s 
change of attitude, thought and behavior. It means that they are no longer 
rebellious against God and His Eternal Moral Laws (The Ten Commandments). 
For every sin that man commit is a transgression against The Ten Commandments 
of God.

According to Psalm 51:17, the Lord regards (hears) the broken and contrite 
(repentant) heart.

Once a sinner enters the spiritual realm of repentance, he or she is no longer a 
rebellious, willful, disobedient sinner but have repositioned themselves as 
penitent, remorseful, contrite, repentant souls.  
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The Lord does speak regarding the contrite heart and the penitent  soul.

In Isaiah 66:2 the Lord tells us that He will “Look On him who is poor and of a 
contrite spirit, and who trembles at His Word.”
In the Gospel of Luke 5:32 and several other places in the Gospel, Jesus said 
plainly that He came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  And as 
Luke 13:5 tells us “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

Furthermore, 1 John 1:9 encourages the sinner that there is hope “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”

The point is clear! Without repentance there is no salvation. Without repentance, 
God doesn’t hear the sinner’s prayer.  

Real effectual prayer must be accompanied by repentance.

Conclusion:

Certain assumptions sometimes accompany a Bible lesson or Bible commentary. 
For instance, it is common to assume that a reader may know the meaning and 
principle application of widely used terms such as hatred, love or jealousy. 
However, sometimes the reader's understanding of a pivotal word or principle is 
not compatible with fact.  In such cases it is necessary for the writer to expound 
further on the fundamental facts that give rise to his assertions.

In order to briefly summarize this Bible lesson we must visit the meanings of sin 
and sinner. 

The Bible defines sin as the “Transgression of the Law” (1John 3:4)  Now most 
people assume that this means Moses' Law but it does not.  For sin existed before 
Moses and was present before the time of Abraham.  Now without the Law there 
would be no sin (Romans 4:15).  And sin indeed was in the world before the law 
was written, but sin was not counted until God gave His Eternal Law (Roman 
5:13).  Thus, everyone who breaks the Law that God wrote (Not Moses) is a sinner 
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(Exodus 31:18).  

The Law referred to in 1John 3:4 is God's Eternal Moral Law known as the Ten 
Commandments which governs our relationship with God and with each other. 
That's why I said earlier in this study that every sin that man commits is sin against 
The Ten Commandments.  For sin is the Transgression of God's Eternal Law. 
Now I know that this upsets some folks applecart but think about it for a minute. 
An Eternal God wrote an Eternal Law for all mankind to observe and obey and 
since God doesn't Change, neither does His Law.   However, Moses' law was only 
temporary and eventually was nailed to the cross (Colossians 2:14-17).  Now since 
Moses' Law was nailed to the Cross, what Law are we transgressing (violating,  
disrespecting, breaching) when we sin?   

The Answer is God's Eternal Moral Law – The Ten Commandments.

Anyone who opposes, transgresses, disrespects, offends and practices 
disobedience toward God's Eternal Moral Law is considered a non repentant 
sinner.  Anyone who willfully practices immorality (sin) disqualifies themselves 
from being heard by God.  The Bible says so in  Isaiah 59:2.  

Furthermore, the Bible warns believers that we too can lose our salvation if we 
knowingly, willfully and deliberately continue to oppose God's Law after 
receiveing the knowledge of the TRUTH (Hebrew 10:26).
  
Now a sinner who repents is no longer a practicing sinner.  He or she is not 
rebellious but remorseful.  They are contrite and realize their indebtedness to God 
and agrees with His Judgment against them (Psalm 51).   They are not 
argumentative or defensive but submissive and totally surrenders to God - 
accepting of whatever He determines for their lives - trusting in Him and seeking 
to obey His Commandments.  The Lord said in Isaiah 66:2 that this is the one to 
whom He will look.  The one who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at 
His Word. 

Therefore, a sinner who repents is no longer a practicing sinner but an 
humble and contrite spirit that trembles in awesome reverence at God's 
Word.  And as such, God does hear their prayer.
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I have done my best, by the power of the anointing that works in me, to address 
the question, “Does God Hear a Sinner's Prayer?”  Nevertheless, there is still much 
more to be discovered in the Word of God and I am concerned that the brevity of 
this lesson may serve to confuse more than to enlighten. Therefore I encourage 
you to pray for wisdom and understanding from the True Teacher –The Holy Spirit 
Of God. (James 1:5 & 1 John 2:27)  He will guide you into all Truths in the name 
of Jesus Christ. 

With kind personal regards.

To God be the Glory in the Name Of Jesus Christ.

Bishop Othealor W. Prince, Jr.
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