
The Definition of Marriage
~The Components of Marriage ~

Part 1

People and churches have been arguing over marriage, divorce and remarriage for 
millennia.  One says that marriage is a lifetime commitment regardless of an adulterous 
spouse.  Another says that God doesn’t recognize a second marriage after divorce.  And 
yet another says that marriage must be sanctioned by the civil authorities.  Still there are 
those who believe that marriage is an institution that is totally under the authority of the 
Church and falls under the protection of the First Amendment—separating Church and 
State.  

These arguments will continue forever.  So let’s move on to what I believe is one of the 
real issues that keeps this divisive subject churning in the hearts and minds of so many 
of our fellow Christians.

How does God define “marriage?”  
Has anyone really asked God about this subject and waited to hear His response?  Has 
anyone sought for the original and spiritual definition and intent of “marriage?”  

I pray and hope that you will read the following scripture verses with an open mind, 
consider the analysis, ask your own questions of the heart, and then come to your own 
conclusions.

I don’t have the answers.  But I do believe that I have the Holy Spirit of God and it is He 
who reveals the mysteries of God that are  hidden from the wise and self-righteous of 
this world.  

I only offer you my observations.  I pray that God gives you divine revelation.  

Scripture Background
Genesis 2:18, 21-24 (NIV)
The Lord God said, 'It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable 
for him'...and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the  
place with flesh. 

Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he  
brought her to the man. The man said, 'This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken out of man.' For this reason a man  
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one 
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flesh.

Here we see the first marriage.  We can conclude from this account in Genesis that 
marriage is God's idea.  It is not a human institution subject to the traditions, beliefs, 
principles or cultural dogmas of society.  Marriage is designed and instituted by God. 
 In Genesis we discover that at the heart of God's design for marriage is companionship 
and intimacy. 

Therefore, for marriage to exist there must be suitable companionship and intimacy.  
These are the initial components of “marriage.” 

Let us look at another Scripture text that may reveal some spiritual components of 
marriage.
Ephesians 5:23-32 (NLT)
For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of his body, the church; he  
gave his life to be her Savior.  As the church submits to Christ, so you wives must submit  
to your husbands in everything.

And you husbands must love your wives with the same love Christ showed the church.  
 He gave up his life for her to make her holy and clean, washed by baptism and God's  
word.  He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot or  
wrinkle or any other blemish.  Instead, she will be holy and without fault.  In the same 
way, husbands ought to love their wives as they love their own bodies [One Flesh].  For 
a man is actually loving himself when he loves his wife.  No one hates his own body but  
lovingly cares for it, just as Christ cares for his body, which is the church. And we are  
his body.

As the Scriptures say, "A man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and 
the two are united into one."  This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way 
Christ and the church are one.

In this scripture text the husband and wife relationship illustrates the relationship 
between Christ and the church.  Husbands (not wives) are charged to lay down their 
lives in sacrificial love and protection of their spouse.  And in this covenant of love, the 
wife is charged with submitting to the leadership of her husband in all things?

Therefore, marriage has in its definition the components of a husband’s self sacrificing 
and protective love and the obedient and submissive love of a wife. 

The definition of marriage is even further expanded by the following scripture:
1 Peter 3:1-5, 7 (NLT)
In the same way, you wives must accept the authority of your husbands, even those who 
refuse to accept the Good News.  Your godly lives will speak to them better than any 
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words.  They will be won over by watching your pure, godly behavior.

Don't be concerned about the outward beauty ... You should be known for the beauty  
that comes from within, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so  
precious to God ... In the same way, you husbands must give honor to your wives.  Treat  
her with understanding as you live together.  She may be weaker than you are, but she 
is your equal partner in God's gift of new life. If you don't treat her as you should, your 
prayers will not be heard. 

I know that some of my readers will quit right here.  After all, "husbands taking the 
authoritative lead in marriage" and "wives submitting" are not popular messages in 
today's world! 

But this illustration of marriage accurately represents the relationship between Christ 
and the church and adds further encouragement for wives to submit to their husbands, 
even those who don't follow Christ.  Although this is a difficult challenge, the scripture 
promises that her godly character and inward beauty will win over her husband more 
effectively than words.

If we're not careful, we will miss that these verses highlight the equal partnership of 
husbands and wives in God's gift of new life.  Though the husband exercises the role of 
authority and leadership, and the wife fulfills a role of submission, both are equal heirs 
in God's kingdom.  The roles are different, but equally important.

And again, if we are not careful, we will miss the additional challenge and obligation 
placed upon the husband to treat his wife as God commands him to or have his prayers 
go unheard by God (vs. 7). This stipulation is placed upon the man not the woman since 
the it is the man that God has honored with headship 

Therefore, marriage has the additional components of divinely assigned roles, order,  
responsibilities, authority and penalty. Wives must accept the authority of their 
husbands; demonstrate godly character and a quiet gentle beauty. Husbands must honor 
their wives, treat her with kind gentle understanding and respect her as a joint heir to 
eternal life or have his prayers go unheard.

There is one other component to the definition of marriage. Let’s look at 1 
Corinthians 7:1-2
... It is good for a man not to marry.  But since there is so much immorality, each man 
should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. (NIV)

This verse suggests that it is better not to marry.  Throughout history it has been believed 
that a life of celibacy can lead to a deeper relationship with God and  a more abiding 
understanding of God.   
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But more to the point of marriage, this verse refers to immorality in sexual relations.  In 
other words, it is better to marry than to be sexually immoral (Fornicate). 

What the Spirit is saying through the scripture is that one of the intentions of 
marriage is to overcome sexual immorality. 
Therefore marriage is to be holy. 

-------------------------------------------------
I believe if you were to look closely at all of the component of marriage you would 
discover that God designed marriage as an instrument to make us more like Christ. God 
designed marriage to make us holy more than to make us happy?

There is something much more profound in the spirit of marriage than simply to make us 
happy.  Through marriage we learn that it is not about being “in love.”  It is about 
learning how to love—how to lay down our own ambitions to serve and love our 
spouse.  Through marriage we learn about unconditional love, respectful honor, divine 
assignment, authority, kindness, gentleness, obedience, how to forgive and be forgiven. 
Through marriage we develop a servant's heart and draw closer to God—taking on the 
image of Christ who loves sacrificially and was obedient unto death. 

God's ultimate desire and purpose for designing the covenant of marriage is our  
soul’s salvation.
Coming next: Part 2 - The Covenant Definition of Marriage - 
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